M16A1 RIFLEMEN...
WHEN THE BASES ARE LOADED.
EVERY HIT COUNTS
'© —1
Here're some coaching hints for a better season with your M16A1 rifle in 'the Vietnam League.
LAID A BUNT LATEY?
Probably not. But you could use the same idea when you're bor-e-brushing your weapon. Right. Choke up on the cleaning rod—hold it about 2 inches from the receiver and push it straight inch by inch in short jerks all the way through the flash suppressor. Then pull it back all the way out — again in short jerks. Never pull the brush back till after it's gone through the flash suppressor. Do it the right way and you won't hurt the rod.
Same idea goes when you're running patches through. Run it all the way through the flash suppressor before you start to pull back ... no matter what size patches you're using—the one for the M16A1 (FSN 1005-912-4248) or any large type that you have to cut into 4 equal squares.
DOUBLE-PLAY COMBINATION
By the way, when was the last time your unit armorer—Max Schnell, good 'ol Speedy Four—checked out your weapon.^ Don't know? Can't remember? Then it's due right now for a physical. Get with it! Maxie's the best partner you'll ever have . . . PM-wise.
Here're a couple ways Maxie can shortstop trouble for you:
Any time you run into real trouble
with crud or carbon buildup when you're cleaning your rifle—especially in the bolt and locking recess area — get your armorer to help you tackle it with P-C-111 carbon removing compound, FSN 6850-965-2332, 5-gal paiL
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COVER YOUR CORNER ONLY
Some guys really spoil a play by reaching out for balls not meant for 'em. Bumped heads and lost games result.
Ditto for all parts of the upper receiver assembly. If any part gets bent^—like the ears around the rear sight — or any part comes loose or busted, f'goshsakes, don't you try to fix it—nor you, either, Maxie J Turn the weapon in to DS.
And still one more: Natch, when you're field stripping your rifle you'll be careful not to drop the carrier and key assembly or bump 'em against anything hard. The carrier key bends pretty easy — and then won't line up inside the weapon. But, if they do get bent, don't you or your armorer try to straighten *em. That's a drive too hot to handle. Let DS fix 'em.
You're bound to have a good season if you stay on the ball with your PM.
WATCH YOUR BUH, TOO!
While we're gabbing about water, let's hammer home the importance of keeping it out of the lower receiver, too. This may not have anything directly to do with blowing up your shooter, but it could keep it from firing — which is the next worst thing.
Right, every time you clean your Ml6 — and every time you drain water from the bore — take an extra second to make sure the drain hole in the butt stock capscrew is open , . . and drain the butt, too.
A pipe cleaner's about the handiest thing for keeping this hole clear.
If water stays in the lower receiver,
it'll foul up the working parts . . . cause corrosion and dampen your ammo.
So, remember, huh?'
All of this boils down to one thing, then: Your Prevention is the cure.
Here'reo couple-three lube tips rho! II help yau and your armorer get the most ovrt a Ling ISA (Lube Oil. Semi-flu.d, mmm{ Weapons, MIL-L-46000W on your 5.56-MM Hfle-nowthot-rt-sLSAallthewayforhe
W16A1 lop-machine anywhere but in real cold-weather areas.
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Yessir, LSA's here to stay. It does a better lubing job on working parts, especially in a muggy-wet climate like Vietnam's ... it lasts longer it really protects metal surfaces. Here*re the stock numbers that'll fetch it for you: FSN 50-935-6597 —2-ozLSA tube; FSN 9150-889-3522 — 4-02 tube; FSN 9150-687-4241 —l-qt can; FSN 9150-753-4686—1-gal can.
WHERE AND HOW MUCH LSA?
The big trick to using LSA is to get plenty of it on the working parts — like those inside the upper and lower receivers — and very light doses in other places — like the bore and chamber, inside the carrier key, inside the bolt and on the firing pin and the magazine spring — and none at all on your ammo or on the inside of your magazine.
CLEANING — Normally, you want your rifle spitting clean inside and out before you apply LSA. So do a real good job after every firing mission, following the good word in your TM by using rifle bore cleaner (CR).
Too busy fighting.^ OK, then postpone the cleaning BUT lube all the working parts with LSA frequently and generously.
LUBE THESE PARTS
(g[IMIIim°
ANP
FREGJUEMTLV
WITH ISA!
Be sure you keep that drainage hole in the butt cap screw unclogged at all times. A pipe cleaner or rice stra w worksf "
fine for this
GENEROUSLY HERE ON OUTSIDE
BOLT_CARRe GROUPPARTS
BUT LIGHTLY HERE:
M16A1 SHARPSHOOTERS, MAKE THIS YOUR SOP...
(PRAHi BEFORE SHOOTIilG
Yep, "fighting's" the word.
You only use these new plastic protective caps (FSN 5340-880-7666) when you're in action . . , not when your shooter's put up for a day or more. Else condensation'11 build up and ruin the bore.
The cap'll keep out rain, dust and dirt, but it won't keep water from seeping into the bore from the chamber end when your rifle gets dunked. This water's got to be removed before J you try to fire.
HERE'S WHAT YOU DO! AFTER YOU REMOVE THE CAP.
HANDLE SLIGHTLY REARWARD!
PRESS FORWARD ASSIST TO
SEAT ROUNr
So get with that routine in para 2-11 to your new-12 TM before you fire oflf.
M16A] RIFLEMAN: TRY OGLING THESE...
From 17 to 20's fine, but 2rs too many when you're loading cartridges in the magazine of your M16A1 rifle. It won't give you extra fighting power . . . more likely it'll put you out of the fight—'cause that extra round will spread the lips and the ammo won't feed right.
When unloading, never flip the rounds out with another cartridge. You'll spread the lips this way, too. Instead, slide the rounds out straight ahead ., . like they go into the chamber.
MAGAZINE PINUPS!
INSTEAD SLIDE
ROUNDS OUT
STRAIGHT
When you're taking your magazine apart here's as far as you can go. Any further and you might damage it.
1. Stick cortridge point in here to press the floor plate release.
2. Slide out the floor plate.
3. Work the spring back and forth gently as you tug it outward.
4. Stop tugging when the follower reoches the tabs and ears and don't separate the spring from the follower.
Careful . . . you don't stretch or bend the spring and don't bend the tabs. Easy does it all the way.
For cleaning the disassembled mag — Either dunk it in rifle bore cleaner and shake it good while submerged
OR — scrub the inside with a brush soaked with cleaner
OR — Use a rag soaked in bore cleaner.
Then dry it out good with a swab or rag (or even your shirtail in a pinch).
After you clean the inside of the magazine, ^vipe the spring oJBf and see that it's not busted or deformed. If it's OK, apply a very-very-very light coat of lube — using a rag dampened with LSA.
This mag is coated with dry lubricant. It doesn't need any lubing except for the spring.
Here's the easy way . . . gently:
1. Nose the bullet end of the follower into the body at a 45-degree angle till it touches the inside edge of the body.
3. Just wiggle the spring into the mag as far as it'll go.
Make sure the printing on the floor plate is on the outside. Slide the plate in this way, then press the spring down with your thumb. And moke sure the floor plate goes under all 4 tabs, too.
HERE'S AN lAAPORTAMT TiPi
F THE SPRIN6 5HOULP ACCIPENTALLV GET
5EPARATEP FROM THE FOLLOWER, TURM THE
MAGAZINE OVERTOyouR ARMORER/ DON'T
TRY TO FIX IT YOURSELF, LOOKS EASY^ SURE,
BUT WITHOUT THE RIGHT TOOL YOU'P PAMA6E
THE SPRING,.. ANPENC? UP WITH
FEEPII^G- TROUBLE, ^
i
Not easy, that's for sure, when you're wading streams and rice paddies or in heavy rainfaU. Normally clean water itself is not harmful. Brackish water — that's another story. But the real harm comes when you don't do anything about it after your stuff gets wet.
Here're some ideas that might help:
qgp
, ^^^ When fording, try to keep your mags out of the water. This means holding your rifle 'way up there and, if you can, keep the pouch with the spares above the water h'ne,
Soon as you come out of the drink — if Charlie's not interfering, natch — take the mags out and shake em good a couple of times to get rid of most of the water.
nhen at the first breather — when you're sure Charlie's not around —empty each magazine, wipe it dry inside and out with your shirttail or swab and then clean both the ammo and the magazine.
l!
JQu^o You M16A1 zapmen using a plastic bag (FSN 1O0&-O52-G942) to protect your loaded gazlne, use your head. The bag's apt to collect condensation if it's wet or tiumjd, so, check your bagged magazine daily. If you see beads of condensation inside the bag, la.k6 off the bag and dry it, the magazine and the ammo thorougtily - and don't forget that little film of LSA on the magazine spring. This bag, y'know, won't excuse you from regular PM chores.
i* S
F'goshsakes, never put oil of any kind — including LSA — on the cartridges or inside your magazine! Lube ruins ammo and collects gook — could leave you helpless in a fight! This mag is coated with dry lubricant. It doesn't need any lubing except for the spring — and that only very lightly, with LSA.
Take care of your magazines — and hang on to 'em. Sure, there're plenty of 'em in supply—world-wide—but they could get mighty scarce in your own sector. So, protect 'em from dents (aluminum can't take rough treatment) — and especially, remember to bring those "empties" back. The one you save just might save you some day.
h
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VEHICLE RIFLE HOLDERS
No matter what size truck you pilot where the action is -- any where from a l/4-ton Misi to a 10-ton M123 -- make sure it's equipped with a bracket to hold your (and your side-kick's) M16A1 or Ml4 rifles,
If you jockey one of those new 1-1/4-ton M715's or MT25's, no sweat. They come equipped with a single rifle bracket mounted on the left side of the panel behind the driver's seat.
But, on all other trucks, you install a pair of brackets right up front, The Misi gets one to the left of the driver and the other to the right of the passenger. The others get 2 located just to the right of the driver.
Anyway, the item you want goes by the moniker: KIT, MOUNTING, RIFLE BRACKET, and answers to FSN 2590-04&-9611. The bracket will handle either the M16A1 or the Mi4, though you may have to do a little maneuvering to get the M16 to fit the way you want it.
Here's where to look for installation and parts poop for ttfe various vehicles: TB 9-2300-209-20 ( B Feb 67) for 3/4-, 2-1/2-, 5- and 10-ton trucks. TM a-2320-218-20 (Apr 63) with Change 2 (16 Nov 65) for the M151 1/4-tonners.
5.56-MM SUBMACHINE GUN, XM177E2:
So you've got the new XM-177ElorXMl77E2 5.56-MM Submachinej Gun — or you're expecting it on the next chopper!
So, here's the Numbah One poop on it:
It needs exactly the same tender loving care and cleaning as the MI6AI rifle. Give out with this TLC and you'll escape the woes some Joes had because they skimped PM on their Sweet I6's.
Yeah, this Shorty's pretty much like the MI6AI — it's just shorter in the barrel and hand guards, has an adjustable butt stock and a combination noise and flash suppressor. Most of its other parts are common to the MI6AI.
All cleaning and lubing requirements are the same, too — and if you don't do 'em Shorty'11 act up. Even the cleaning tools are the same.
You'll find all the parts common to the Shorty in POMM 9-1005-294-14.
SAME AS
M16A1
ADIUSTABLE . BUn STOCK