Hosea Chapter 14



Treasures from the Book of Hosea

Hosea 14: [1] O Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.


1. The Call to Return

1


In Chapter 14, God gives Hosea a message of hope to the nation of Israel.


The word “return” implies a previous departure, distance or wandering away.


A reason is assigned to the invitation to return, “for thou hast fallen by thy iniquity.”


Hosea has written of Israel’s sin against the Lord and of Israel’s need to repent.


But Israel chose to reject God’s warnings.


For their rebellion, Hosea and other prophets foretold that Israel would spend 70 years in captivity.


Before Israel could return to their homeland, Israel must first return to the Lord.


When we stray from the Lord, we must realize that the Lord is calling out for us to return.


God has not moved, but the sinner has moved away from the Lord.


Some people hear God’s call to return but do not heed the call because they ignore it or reject it.


Some people hear God’s call to return and obediently respond.


We must realize that our sin; our failure is not final. When we fall we can get up by the Lord’s help.

Hosea 14: [2] Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips. [3] Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy.



2. The Confession of God’s People
2-3


Israel’s sin must be confessed to the Lord in words as they repent and “turn to the Lord.” 


To “confess” is to be in agreement.


God is not wrong about our sin and we must agree with God.


Israel must confess to the Lord “take away all iniquity.”


1 John 1:9


If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins


Israel must turn to the Lord and ask Him to “receive us graciously.”


Then Israel will “render the calves of our lips”; which is thanksgiving and praise to the Lord.


Psalm 51:17


[17] The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.


Hebrews 13:15


[15] By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving 
thanks to his name.


Our praise is shown by our obedience, expressed from the heart and heard from the lips.


According to verse 3, Israel will confess that they had trusted the wrong things and failed.


Israel will confess that Assyria could not help Israel but God could have.


Israel will confess that the horses of Egypt could not help Israel but God could have.


Israel will confess that heathen gods of this world could not help Israel but God could have. 


Israel will confess that they were deceived and sinful.


Israel will renounce the things of the world.

Hosea 14: [4] I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him. [5] I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon.
[6] His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. [7] They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon.


3. The Confirmation of the Lord
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God promises some things to Israel when they repent and turn to the Lord.


A. God Promises Curing


God promises “I will heal their backsliding.”


Backsliding is to the soul what disease is to the body; destructive.   


The Lord will bring healing. Remember, He is the Great Physician.


B. God Promises Cherishing


God promises “I will love them freely.”


In spite of Israel’s past sinful failures, God loves them freely and unconditionally.


Romans 5:8 


[8] But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.


John 15:13


[13] Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
· Helen Keller was born both blind and deaf.

· Her mother would say to her “Oh how I love you. If only you could understand how I love you.”

· Helen would say to herself “If only my mother would speak to me.”

· Helen would say to herself “If only I could see that someone cared for me, all I see is darkness.”

· As she grew Helen desired to understand that someone cared.

· All the while her parents hearts were breaking as they tried to reveal their love to Helen.

· Oh How God loves us and wants to reveal His love for us.


C. God Promises Cleansing


God promises “for mine anger is turned away from him.”


When we confess and repent of our sins, God cleanses and forgives us.


1 John 1:9


[9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.


Jeremiah 33:8


[8] And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all 
their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me.


2 Chronicles 7:14


[14] If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.     
· There was a man in Spain who sent in a note to be written in the newspaper.

· He wrote “Dear Paco, meet me in front of the newspaper office at noon Saturday. All is forgiven. 


I love you. – Your Father.”

· On Saturday at noon there was over 800 Paco’s that showed up looking for forgiveness and love from their fathers.   


D. God Promises Care 


i. God Gives Sustenance as the Dew


God promises “I will be as the dew of Israel.”


The dew arrives silently in the night and it glitters like diamonds in the morning.


God is always working behind the scenes. God is the source.


You will experience opposition and trouble but God is at work during your dark trials and persecutions.


It seems that most of my trials have come from Christians rather than the unsaved.


But God gives comfort and strength.


The dew is a source of refreshment and revival. The dew promotes growth and beautifies.


We must look for God to be as the dew in our lives and look forward to His blessings in our trials.

· In 1902, Nabisco made up a box of cookies that looked like a circus cage.

· The cookies came in 22 shapes of animals, but the box was randomly filled. 

· Children would get so excited to open their box of animal crackers to see what animals were inside.

· We should get excited about what God is doing in our lives and look forward to His blessings.


ii. God Grows Superabundance as the Lily

God promises that Israel “shall grow as the lily.”

The lily is a symbol of purity, beauty and growth.


One stem of a lily can be so fruitful that is will grow 50 beautiful blooms. 


Each bloom of the lily is able to fill the room with it’s fragrance.


Matthew 6:28-29


[28]….Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:

[29] And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

iii. God Grants Strength as the Roots of the Evergreen


God promises that Israel shall “cast forth his roots as Lebanon.”


The lily is superabundant but it’s stalk is frail. So God speaks of stability like a cedar tree.


God says that Israel’s “branches shall spread.”


The cedar tree is evergreen. It is a symbol of strength and majesty.


The cedar is expanding and enlarging. Thus the cedar is also a symbol of prosperity.


Colossians 2:7


[7] Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving.


In verse 6, it is said that Israel’s “beauty shall be as the olive tree.” 


The olive tree is an evergreen tree. It is a beautiful in the fall as it is during the spring.


The olive tree is a symbol of peace and restoration.


In Genesis 8:11, it was an olive leaf that the dove brought back to Noah as a symbol of restoration.


In verse 6, it is said that Israel’s smell would be as the smell of Lebanon.


There is a sweet fragrance to the people who are serving the Lord.


Ephesians 5:2


[2] And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

Israel is a sweet savor to God and a sweet savor to those around him, for he is at peace.


Those around Israel shall revive as the corn that springs up and the vine growing. 


In verse 7, Israel’s scent “shall be as the wine of Lebanon.” There is joy in serving the Lord.

Hosea 14: [8] Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? I have heard him, and observed him: I am like a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit found.



4. Considerations of Israel
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Ephraim will say “what have I to do any more with idols?”


Israel will give full, final renunciation of idols such as Baal, Molech and Ashtaroth.


When God’s people are healed, they are focused on the Lord.


God has once again become the source of all Israel’s attention.


God says “I have heard him and observed him.”


God’s eyes are fixed upon Israel. God knows that Israel has truly repented of their sins.


God will provide, protect and prosper His People.


God says “I am like a green fir tree.”


God will be the shelter and security of Israel.      


God says “From me is thy fruit found.”


God is the source of Israel’s many blessings.


John 15:5


[5] I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
Hosea 14: [9] Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein.

5. Comprehension of Righteousness 
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A person that has a right relationship with the Lord can easily discern that the way of the Lord is right.


Psalm 1:1-3


[1] Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

[2] But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

[3] And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.


God had promised judgment for Israel’s sin; 70 years of captivity in Assyria was certain.


Yet, God brings hope for Israel after the storms of judgment and chastisement.

Like the rainbow after the storm; there is the triumph of His grace and the assurance of His healing.


Romans 5:21 


[21]… Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.
Concl:
In a remote Swiss village stood a beautiful church known as the Mountain Valley Cathedral. Not only 
was it beautiful to look at - with its high pillars and magnificent stained glass windows - it also had a 

majestic old pipe organ that people would come from far away to hear. 

But there was a problem. Though the columns were still there and the stained glass windows still 

dazzled with sunlight, there was an eerie silence. The mountain valley no longer echoed with the 

glorious fine-tuned music of the pipe organ. Something had gone wrong with it. Musicians and experts 

from around the world were called in to try to repair it. One after another the experts came and went but 

no one could figure out what was wrong. Each time a new person arrived to try to fix it the villagers 

were again subjected to awful sounds of disharmony and discord. 


Then one day an old man appeared at the church door. He spoke with the caretaker who, after a time, 
reluctantly agreed to let him try his hand at repairing the organ. For two days the old man worked in 

almost total silence. The caretaker was getting a bit nervous. Then on the third day at high noon, the 

mountain valley once again was filled with glorious music. Farmers dropped their plows, merchants 

closed their stores - everyone in town stopped what they were doing and headed in the  direction of the 

sound. 


After the old man finished his playing, someone asked him how he managed to fix the organ when all 

the experts had failed. The old man merely said it was an inside job. "It was I who built this organ fifty 

years ago. I created it and now I have restored it."  There is only One who can restore us to solid ground 

with God and that is God Him
