Hosea Chapter 13



Treasures from the Book of Hosea

Hosea 13: [1] When Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted himself in Israel; but when he offended in Baal, he died. [2] And now they sin more and more, and have made them molten images of their silver, and idols according to their own understanding, all of it the work of the craftsmen: they say of them, Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calves. [3] Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew that passeth away, as the chaff that is driven with the whirlwind out of the floor, and as the smoke out of the chimney. [4] Yet I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me: for there is no saviour beside me. [5] I did know thee in the wilderness, in the land of great drought.
[6] According to their pasture, so were they filled; they were filled, and their heart was exalted; therefore have they forgotten me. 

1. The Charge of Forgetting the Lord
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To “forget” is to cease to care for.


A. By Self Exaltation (Pride)
1

God says “When Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted himself in Israel.”

Ephraim is symbolic of Israel as the largest of the tribes of the N. Kingdom of Israel.

The tribe of Ephraim descended from Joseph. Joseph was revered amongst the nation.

Ephraim once had the size, reputation and respect that caused others to listen when they spoke.

But when Ephraim turned away from the Lord God to serve the pagan idol Baal, they had spiritual death 

· When Ephraim got what they wanted, they lost what they had.

Ephraim lost their greatness and influence.

Ephraim was lifted up in pride and arrogantly forgot the Lord.

B. By Stubbornness
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God says that they “sin more and more.”

God warned Ephraim about their sin, but Ephraim rebelled more.

The flesh always wants more! More! More!

· Rebellion and stubbornness seeks that our will is greater than God’s will.

By their stubbornness to repent, Ephraim forgot the Lord.

C. By Substitution
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Ephraim made idols of gold and silver to take the place of God.

* We loved it when we had a substitute teacher at school; we tried to get away with everything.

The first king of the N. Kingdom, Jeroboam promoted the worship of golden calves.

Later a king named Ahab promoted the worship of the false god Baal.

Other kings would promote the sacrifice of children to the heathen god Molech.

Other kings promoted the fertility rights and worship of the pagan goddess Ashtaroth.

Men would actually “kiss the calves” which is a way of paying homage to this idol of a golden calf 

Deuteronomy 4:23-27
[23] Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the covenant of the LORD your God, which he made 
with you,and make you a graven image, or the likeness of any thing, which the LORD thy God hath 
forbidden thee. [24] For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God. [25] When thou 
shalt beget children, and children's children, and ye shall have remained long in the land, and 
shall corrupt yourselves, and make a graven image, or the likeness of any thing, and shall do evil in 
the sight of the LORD thy God, to provoke him to anger: [26] I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan 
to possess it; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed. [27] And the LORD 
shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the heathen, whither 
the LORD shall lead you.

If we aren’t careful we forget the Lord in our activities, pleasure and prosperity right at the church.

D. By Shunning the Scriptures
2
First Ephraim rejected God’s Word.

As Ephraim, made and worshipped false gods and served pagan idols they had rejected God’s commands.

Exodus 20:3

[3] Thou shalt have no other gods before me.



Next Ephraim rejected the Lord Himself.

Deuteronomy 8:11-20

[11] Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his 
judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day: [12] Lest when thou hast eaten and art 

full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; [13] And when thy herds and thy flocks 

multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; [14] Then 
thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land 
of Egypt, from the house of bondage; [15] Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, 

wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee 
forth water out of the rock of flint; [16] Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers 
knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;

[17] And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth.

[18] But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that 

he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. [19] And it shall be, if 
thou do at all forget the LORD thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and worship 
them, I testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish.[20] As the nations which the LORD 
destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish; because ye would not be 
obedient unto the voice of 
the LORD your God.

E. By Shirking God’s Power
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In verse 3, God says that Israel will be as “a morning cloud and as the early dew.”

The morning cloud and early dew are here and gone. They quickly pass away.

Israel has forgotten the Lord and has shirked God’s power believing they are self sufficient.

God says Israel will be like the chaff which is intended to be dead and destined for decay and rot.

God says Israel will be like the smoke out of the chimney   

F. By Short Memory
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In verse 4, God reminds Israel that He brought Israel out of the bondage of Egypt. 

It is God that delivered Israel. When no one else could hear Israel’s cry, God came to their aid.

In verse 5, God reminds Israel that He brought Israel through the dangers of the wilderness wanderings.

40 years Israel wandered in the wilderness.

God prospered Israel when they had no food or no water.

God protected Israel from all their enemies.

Israel has grown unthankful and ungrateful. Israel has forgotten the Lord.

* There was a pig that was seen walking with a wooden leg.

* A visitor asked the farmer “why does your pig have a wooden leg?”

* The farmer said “that pig is special.”

* “When the house caught fire, the pig oinked and got us up in time to call the fire department.” 

* The visitor said “that’s great, but why does he have a wooden leg?”

* The farmer said “I told you that pig is special.”

* “When our daughter fell in the pond, the pig oinked and we jumped in just in time to save our girl.”

* The visitor said “Wonderful, but I still want to know why that pig has a wooden leg.”

* The farmer said “that pig is special.”

* “You see a pig that special, you don’t want to eat him all at once.”

G. By Supplies of Prosperity
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In verse 6, God says that He had blessed Israel with fullness.

As much room as they had, that’s how much God blessed them.

The prosperity of Israel went to their head and they thought they could be independent of God.

The heart of Israel was exalted and they forgot the Lord.

Hosea 13: [7] Therefore I will be unto them as a lion: as a leopard by the way will I observe them:
[8] I will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the caul of their heart, and there will I devour them like a lion: the wild beast shall tear them.


2. The Consequences of Forgetting the Lord
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God says that because of Israel’s sins they will face the consequences.


God will be unto Israel as a lion.


God will be unto Israel as a leopard observing.


God will be as bear bereaved of her whelps.


These beasts are relentless. They will cause great harm to Israel.


It is interesting that in Daniel Chapter 7, Daniel was these same three beasts.  


The Lion is the symbol of Babylon. The Bear is the symbol of Persia. The Leopard is the symbol of Greece.

All of these empires had a great bearing upon Israel.
Hosea 13: [9] O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help. [10] I will be thy king: where is any other that may save thee in all thy cities? and thy judges of whom thou saidst, Give me a king and princes? [11] I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away in my wrath. [12] The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is hid. [13] The sorrows of a travailing woman shall come upon him: he is an unwise son; for he should not stay long in the place of the breaking forth of children. [14] I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.


3. The Choices in Forgetting the Lord
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In verse 9, God says that Israel has “destroyed thyself.”


Israel’s own choices and actions have led to the demise of the nation.  


Yet God is able to help them.


In verses 10 and 11, God reminds Israel that He was once their King.


But Israel rejected the Lord God as their King and they desired a man to be king.


God granted their request in His anger.


Saul was made king and he disobeyed the Lord and was removed from office by the wrath of God.


David, a man after God’s own heart, was then made king.


Then David’s son, Solomon was made king and then his son Rehoboam was made king.


Under Rehoboam the nation divided and the line of kings were mostly unfaithful to the Lord.


In verse 12, God says that “the iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is hid.”


This does not mean that Ephraim’s sin is forgiven and put away.


The only was sin is forgiven by repentance of our sins to the Lord. 


Ephraim has not repented; they are sinning more and more.


It means that Ephraim’s sin is bound up for the purpose of preservation.   


Ephraim’s sin is mounting up and is reserved until the day of judgment.


Job 14:17


[17] My transgression is sealed up in a bag, and thou sewest up mine iniquity.

God will not overlook unrepentant sin.


Romans 2:4-6


[4] Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?

[5] But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God;

[6] Who will render to every man according to his deeds:

In verse 13, Israel has been foolish and resisted repentance toward the Lord.


Thus God will bring punishment, so that the people might be reborn to follow the Lord.


Israel is likened unto a woman who has great sorrow in travailing during child labor.


Israel is likened unto an unwise son who is stuck in the womb and resists birth.


A delayed birth will cause death both to the mother and the child.


Israel has made a foolish choice to resist God.


In verse 14, God will make a choice and He will not repent and change His mind.


God will consider Israel as dead in trespasses and in sins.


Israel will be carried away into captivity.    


But God will raise them up after a period of 70 years.


God will show His mighty power over sin and death.

Hosea 13: [15] Though he be fruitful among his brethren, an east wind shall come, the wind of the LORD shall come up from the wilderness, and his spring shall become dry, and his fountain shall be dried up: he shall spoil the treasure of all pleasant vessels. [16] Samaria shall become desolate; for she hath rebelled against her God: they shall fall by the sword: their infants shall be dashed in pieces, and their women with child shall be ripped up.

4. The Chastisement for Forgetting the Lord
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Though Israel is prospering, God will surely cause an east wind to blow to dry up their prosperity.


God will cause the fountain of blessings to dry up and God will spoil the things Israel loved.


In verse 16, Samaria, the capital city of the N. Kingdom will become desolate.


The inhabitants of Israel will be slain by the sword of the enemy and the infants will be dashed to pieces. 


The women of Israel that are with child will be ripped open.


God will allow great devastation to fall upon Israel because they have forgotten the Lord.


Since Israel has forgotten the Lord, He will forget them and allow trouble to come.


God will allow trouble to cause His people to remember Him.


Deuteronomy 4:29-31


[29] But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with 
all thy 
heart and with all thy soul.

[30] When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in the latter days, if 
thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice;

[31] (For the LORD thy God is a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor 
forget the covenant of thy fathers which he sware unto them.

